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HRITZ and MARUSIA 1 


MYCHAIL STARYCKY 


For the first time in history a Ukrainian play is beins' given before an English 
audience* * 

The theme of the play is the separation of two young lovers, Marusia and Hritz, 
by the evil cunning of the jealous maddened hunch back Khoma, 

Michael Staryek y, the author of “Hrjtz and Marusia*'* the beautiful Ukrainian 
drama, is a famous Ukrainian dramatist, poet, novelist, and actor. He was born in 
Uraine in 1S40 and died there in 1904, Hie; name is prominently mentioned in Ukrain¬ 
ian history, as well as in the history of Ukrainian literature. But the real prominence 
he gained was in the realm of theatre and in this connection he is regarded as the 
Father of Ukrainian theatre. He had organised a Ukrainian National Theatre, and 
toured the country. He appeared In many leading roles himself* In his spare time 
he wrote poetry, novels, and plays. There are 30 plays that came from his pen. The 
most famed of these is "Hritz and Marusia.’* It is a classic, the best loved and best 
known play in the Ukrainian language. This play is not only a purely romantic drama, 
bxit it depicts the life and customs of the Ukrainian people, which is so interesting lor 
an Anglo-Saxon to know* 

The play is mostly given in the Ukrainian language and in order therefore that 
the story of the play may be followed a resume of each act is given. 
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OCHRYM SHURA! (about G3) ...|. -. 

MARUSIA (their daughter) .. 

HRITZ (young cliumak, her lover) - 

DARYNA (his sister) . J ■.. 

POTAP (village cavalier) . 

KHOMA (old bachelor, wealthy and hunchback) 
HALYNA (village belle, with designs on Hritz) 

DMYTRO (young cavalier, a rascal) - 

STEFANEDA (hostess of the frclick night) 1 , 

WITCH *.*... 
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ACT I 

The action takes place outside the house of Khoina, the hunchback. It Is the 
Christmas holidays. The scene opens with girls singing carols* Khoma enters and 
with his infatuation for Marusia* says he will give gold If she sings. Marusia con¬ 
senting, improvises a jesting and sneering song about Khoma, The girls, fearing his 
anger, run away. Khoma enraged, swears he will yet possess Marusia. Marusia and 
Daryna, Hritz’s sister, enter itnd Daryna accuses Marusia of flirting with Potap, whom 
she admires. The Cavaliers then enter and sing. Khoma enters and singles nut Potap 
as a tool to further his conspiracy to separate Marusia and Hritz. The act closes with 
Marusia’s parents coming from Hritz's home where they have been making merry* 

ACT II 

Takes place in the house of a young widow Stepaneda, where all are coming to a 
frolic* Khoma enters and enlists Stepaneda in his conspiracy* Hritz then enters 
and she further poisons his mind. Carol singers, then enter with jokes and pranks, 
Hirtz flirts with Halyna, a rich man's daughter, to spite Marusia. During the evening 
Khoma incites both Potap and Hritz against each other, and later, due to a fancied 
insult, a furious fight ensues. Tlic act closes with the fighters torn apart and Marusia 
fainting. 

ACT III 

Opens beside a stream outside the village. The girls are washing clothes and 
gossiping. The house of Marusia’s parents had burnt down and Potap was accused 
and arrested, Marusia is ill following the shock and Hritz’s actions* Halyna is with 
the girls and some accuse her of taking Hritz away from Marusia. 

Ochrym, Harusia’s father enters* complaining of his troubles* Enter Dymtro, the 
village rascal, with fake instructions from Hritz for Halyna. Daryna enters with the 
grieving Marusia and reproaches her. 

Khoma has rebuilt Marusia-s home and offers to bring Hritz back to her. Marusia 
then promises to be a sister to him, and Hritz entering, they almost become recon¬ 
ciled. Khoma interrupts, taunting them with Halyna and Potap. Hritz leaves and 
Khoma advises Marusia to consult a witch* with whom he has an understanding, 

ACT IV 

The scene is in a forest with the witch sitting over a cauldron, Marusia enters 
and receives from her* two potions, a red. and green* after they leave* the cavaliers 
and girls have a night excursion into the forest. Despite Marusia's pleadings Hritz 
makes love to Halyna, Marusia then decides to give Hritz the red potion to restore 
his love* This proves useless* and she pleads with him in smig. Hritz then promises 
to visit her on the morrow. 

ACT V, 

The interior of Marusia's home, with Marusia insane with brooding. Her parents 
enter and try to comfort her. Khoma enters, like an evil spirit, and Marusia wishing 
to be left alone to await her lover they all go out, Hritz enters and in a dramatic 
scene the play moves to its inevitable end. 


The settings are by Mr, M. Staseck and the properties and costumes* etc., lent by 
SI. George's Ukrainian Society. 

The translation is by Mr. M. Petrewsky. 

The musical director is Mr. Staseck, assisted by Mrs. S* G. CarneLl, Mr. Humphrey 
Cam el I and Mr. J. Back well. 

Directors: Stanley Mozewsky and John Craig, 


Curtain rises promptly at 8 30 p.m 


Director 
JOHN CRAfG 


ktage Con t roll#' 
A. M. ROBINSON 


The thanks of The Oshawa Little Theatre players are due to Hie Rotary Club for 
the use of their hall; to iH The Arcade", Mr. R. N. Bassett. The Public Utilities Com¬ 
mission and The Art Sign Studio, who iJjn various ways have kindly given their 
assistance* 
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GENERAL COMMITTEE 

President — Mrs. G. D. Conant 
Vice-President — Mrs. Chas. Mundy 
Secretary —R. N, Johns 
Treasurer — H. B. Schell 
Publicity — M. McIntyre Hood 
Records — Mrs. T. W. Joyce 
Business Manager —W. A. Coad 
Music — Mrs. E. J. McGirk 
Art Advisef — Mrs. E. C. Hodgins 
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Reading Committee — Mrs. Frank Chappell 
Stage Controller —A. M. Robinson 
Subscription Secretary — G. W, Finley 
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SUB-COMMITTEES 

Stage Manager — Geo. T. Roland 
Electrician —C. I, DeGuerre 
Painter — George Mepstead 
Carpentering — H. S. Biles 
Properties — Mrs. T. R. Caldwell 
Costumes —Miss Grace Burns 
Make-up — Smith 
Librarian — Mrs. E. V, Lander 
House Ma nag er — Glenn Mondy 
Ushering — Mrs. R, G. Mills 
Box Office — Mrs. C. E. Wilson 

Miss Marion Mackie 



































